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October 24, 2007

Honorable James 1., Shumate
UJtah Fifth District Court
220 North 200 East
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Dear Judge Shumate:

As interested Utahns and professional journalists, we Wr!%te to express our concern with the
recent order regarding the KUTV reporter Katie Baker. We currently serve as Board members of
the Utah Headliners Chapter of the Society of Professional Journalists, and in this position we
represent scores of professional jC)iil’J.“ﬁ%iiStS throughout the State of Utah.

' The Socicty of Praifessional Jotirnalists Was founded i 1909 and currently has approximately -~ - -
10,000 members across the nation. Tt js one of the oldest) most well-respected and broad-based

Jjournalism organizations in the United States. The Utah Headliners Chapter congists of

professional journalists in print and elecironic media throughout the state. We frequently

participate in advocacy, including the filing of amicus curiae briefs, and other educational efforts

to benefit students and members of the public, Qur chapter was named this year one of the top

focal chapters in the nation at the natiTna.l. SPJ conference in Washington, D.C.

We are not unaware of the real need for members of the judiciary to carefully guard the Sixth

Amendment impartial jury right of erimninal defendants such as Mr. Warren 8. Jeffs. In fact, one
of the tenets of the Society of Professipnal Journalists’ Code of Ethics states, “Journalists should
balance a criminal suspect’s fair trial ﬂigbts with the public’s right to be informed.” (Copy of

Codz available at http://www.spj.ore/cthicscode. asp and enclosed for the court).

However, in the case of Katie Baker, i] is our understanding that after she unknowingly violated
the court’s Decorum Order by interviewing a prospective Juror, she was then ordered to produce
a public-service story and provide a capy of it on DVD 1o the court. This type of order, in our
view, raises serious concerns and is undesirable for pubﬁ{:l policy reasons. We not only segk o
protect our own prafessional interests but we also have great concem for the public harm such an
order may cause. 5

As journalists, we “believe that public enlightenment is the forerunner of justice and the
foundation of democracy.” (Preamble to SPJ Code of Ethics). We take seriously our
respongibility to seek and report truth iil the public interest. We also value independence in doing
s0; public perception that news content is improperly inflijenced by any outside source
meluding adveriisers, news sources or the government — harms our credibility and ultimately
undermines the ahility to serve citizens by delivering truthful information about matters of public
interest. One of our primary concerns with the court’s order to Ms, Baker is that it sends a
message lo the public that news reportars arc controlled by the state and that the content of EWS *“/’h
is not produced by independent seekers of truth, i e& _{: ! ¢
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While we realize the court has not ordered KUTV to actually air the story, this does not diminish
the concern of our membership, Given the public aware'; ess and widespread news coverage of
the cowst’s order (o Ms. Baker in this|case, it seems cleay to us already that there is a real risk of
harm to the perception of journalists’|independence. As our Code of Ethics slates, it is the
perception of a conflict of interest or butside influence on news coverage that is to be avoided;
whether or not the court’s order actually creates such a donflict or influence is immaterial
because the perception is already pragent.

“Along with Ms. Bakef, We would urgi the court to reconsider its order. While Ms. Raker may
have violated the Decorum Order, she did so unknowingly and has since attempted to apologize
to the court. The fact that the remainder of the journali st§ covering Mr. Jeffs® trial did comply
with the Decorum Order demonstrateé;: our conumnitment to balancing the public interest in
truthful reporting with the constitutional rights of the accused. We do not believe this delicate
balance is served by punishing Ms. Baker at the expense of the credibility and independence of
all other journalists,

We thank the court for its attention in this matter. Please do not hesitate fo contact us if we can
be of assistance.

Bdward L. Carter
Sallie Young 1
Tom Haraldsen ;
Connie Coyne ;
On Behalf of the Board of the Utah Headliners Chapter of SPJ

Enc.: SPJ Code of Ethics |
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Matnbers of the Society of Professional Journalists believe that public eniighmnment is the forerunner of justice and
the faundation of democraey, The duty of the jaa‘EnaEEsxz is to furthor thage ends by seeking truth and providing a falr and

comprehensive account of events and issues. Con
public with thoroughness and honesty. Profession,

Members of the Society share a dedication to ethjcal behavior o
and standards of practice.

Seek Truth and Report It

Journalists should be honest, falr and courageous :
- in.gathering, reporting and interpesting infarmation... . .
Journalists should:
w Test the aceuracy of infoenation fom 41 saurees and evercise care o 2vold fadvesent
eror, el therate disrortion is nesar pomaissihle,

¥ Diligendy seek out sulbjects of news stortes to give thern the uppormuitylio rEpand i
whlegadtans of wrongdoing, :

» {dentify swourees whesser feasibli, The publie i entitled 10 45 rmuch brontion o
sl e oy s’ relinbiting

W Adwrys questir suurces’ satives bafore promising ancnyimity Clasify epnitiors
sbitched 1 sy twamise mads frs exchange for infarmatin, Keep prorjies,

#e Mtk cetain thist headdlines, news beases and premotional maneria), phins, vigieo,
audio, geaphics, sound ites and quokitions do not misrearesst, Thay should not
oversirmplify or highlight incidants cus of oonfet,

» Never disicart the content of niews pheios o vides, Image enbansment
for sechsical elariy i abwsiys permissihle, Label montiges and nhato Mijsteatons,

W Avoid misleaciing re-enacrments o staged news events.
¥ re-enacement ls necessey 10 1ell s utony fabef it

W Mvoict uniciercover o other sureptitious 1nellods of padering infomatioh
excent whep traditiona] open methods will no yield iformagion vitl wihe sublic,
Usee of sich tnethods should be explaingd s part of this stary

b Nevar pliplarize,

- T the story of the diversisy and magnitsk: of the han exneriencs boighy
gven whea It Is anaanular i doso. |

¥ Eeyuine theirawn culiural vaises i avold hinposing
those values on cthess,

W Avoid steceotyping by race, peados uyge, religion, ethnicly, geography,
saveil orientation, disabillty, physicel appesrance of sicial seius,

P Support the open exchange of views, v views they find sepigraint

W Glvavolce e the voieeles, offietal and unoHicial sousess of infarnation
can be il valid,

¥ Distingiishh enveun sdvncicy sod news rporting, |
Analysis incl eomyentary shonie be fideled und vo2 misrosresent fact or cantext

¥ Dlstinguish news frora advartisimg wnd s hybrids that blar
tha firws between e two,

»- Recopnize 2 ypecial abllgation to ensure that she puldics business & condienal n Bhe
opwn and that gevernmet seconds ave syen (o insnection,

slentious journalists from all media and specialties strive to serve the
| integrity is the cornerstone of a journalists credibility,

nd adoggg' this code to declare the Saciety’s principles

Minimize Harm
Ethical journalists treat sources, subjects and
- colleagues as human beings deserving of respect. .

Journalists should:

w Show fompassion fay those who ey b afiecter] advessely by news eoverge, Use
sp&ciaﬁsensiﬁvity whes dealing with ehiklven and inexperienced s o Subjects.

W Piesplitive when seeking or Lsing interviews or phelagraphs of dicse
alfeeted by trapedy or grivf.

W Tiucopnize that putherig and y wrting information may cause farm ordiscomiont,
Piipsulkef the news & not 2 leesse for armoganes,

W Rl i private feople ave 3 greater dght 1o coseo! infmation aboug
thesalves than do putilic efficials dnd others who sael power Inflierce o aeasion,
Oaly ;H": averriding puhlic need can justify inerusion oto sewvolses vy,

¥ Show good faste. Avok) pandaring o furid curiosiy,

w D cinnjous about identifying juvenite sugpects or vietims of sex crimes,

W B2 fudicious abour caming erimival sasects hefare the farmal Aling of eharges,

W afiirics & erlonial suspects i triad sights with the publics right to be lnfrined,

Act Independently

Journalists should be free of abligation to any

interest other than the public’s Fight to know,

Jnurnalists should:

W Sacir] enpdiicts of s, real o peroeived,

» Rmzmlq‘ iE'rae of assockations and activities tha may compeomlse ineprlty
e aj:;m-.&ge ered ity

- Rl i5fls, Favens, fes, free ravel und spacta) treatment, wnd shin secandary
emp!a}'vpem, gallfleal frvolvemery, aublic office and servics In gemmualy
erganizitions i they compromise journalistic iniagyily

» Disclosy pravaldahle confiics.

#- e vigilint 40d coursgesus about olding those with power accountable,

» Dy faypred bretement to ndvertisers andl special nienests and resiar g presere
m Influsgice news coverage,

» Devay bf sources offerlag information fur fvo ar money, avold bidding for news,

Be Accountable

lournalists are accountable to their readers, listensrs,
viewers and each othen

Journalists should:

e Clarify arsl @epluin news coverae and Invite dicdague with the public
aver | ;—r;'aﬂ!istlc coxluct,

» Encinizam the public 1o volos grlevarces Apalast the news niadi,

»- el mistakes end coment them peompily

¥ lixpose unetleal practices of fournallis wnd the pews mediz.

W= Ahiide [y the same Mah standards i which ey hold oders.

(H
g Tl ChEs st Code of Efhies was bocrowed from the Ameriean Bocluly of Newspuper Eelitoes in 526, 1 | IW?), Btgerst Delist Chiwrele 1 own code, wiuh was sevsed 1 1984 and 1947,
/

The resent yerslon of e Soclery of Profession! Touseadiss® Code of B

Fr.:s was sctapte] | Sepiishor 100G,




